
Handmade  
Teddy Bears 

Make the 
Perfect Stocking 

Stuffer!

Buy your bear today and support 
Fourth Street Clinic. Buy one for you, 
one for the kids, or one to be given 
away at a pediatric appointment. 

Small bears $15. Large bears $25. 

Call Kim at 385.234.5702 or email  
kimb@fourthstreetclinic.org 

A Chance at Sight
Barbara’s life has not been easy. Both of her parents died within months of 
each other, and her son who was bipolar committed suicide. Her daughter 
still struggles with mental illness and is hearing impaired, and Barbara suffers 
from depression, chronic ulcers and bad eyesight that no glasses ever seemed  
to correct. Life got a little better when the two moved into The Road Home 
Emergency Shelter’s Palmer Court housing project; but, Barbara still couldn’t 
see. Her vision was cloudy and blurry. “I quit driving long ago,” said Barbara. 
“Quit reading books too. I would cover one eye to watch TV.” At Fourth 
Street Clinic’s Ophthalmology Clinic, Barbara was diagnosed with advanced 
cataracts, but because she was uninsured there was no way to get her 
corrective surgery. 

“We can diagnose and treat many diseases on-site,” says Fourth Street Clinic 
Medical Director Christina Gallop. “It is the advanced treatments like cataract 
surgery that are typically out of reach for homeless Utahns.” For volunteers 
Brian Stagg, MD, an Ophthalmology student, and Jennifer Nelson, MD, 
an anesthesiologist resident, this didn’t seem right. “If we can do cataract 
surgeries in Nepal, why not at Fourth Street?” they reasoned. “The Fourth 
Street Clinic cataract patients are so advanced that they are basically blind,” 
said Dr. Stagg. “Surgically removing the cataract is their only chance at sight.”

For Barbara and 10 other patients this all changed on a Saturday morning in 
February 2012. The Moran Eye Center donated their surgical facility and 42 
volunteer anesthesiologists, surgeons, nurses and operating room techs worked 
5 hours to surgically remove their cataracts and correct other vision problems. 
After surgery, Lion’s Club volunteers transferred all the patients to local 
motel rooms that were paid for by Fourth Street Clinic’s Recuperative Care 
Program, and then all had follow-up appointments the next day at Fourth 
Street Clinic’s Ophthalmology Clinic. Medications were dispensed through 
The Fourth Street Pharmacy. With Alcon donating supplies, the donated 
facilities and the help of volunteers, what would have cost $33,626 was done 
for $1,200. Funding was provided by private donations.

“The surgery was just wonderful. Scary but wanted,” said Barbara. “Now I 
can read and see signs.” The team of volunteers from the Moran Eye Center 
has plans to coordinate a second Cataract Surgery Day at the end of January 
2013. There are currently 15 patients on the list. Fourth Street Clinic 
especially thanks Jeff Pettey, MD, the lead surgeon; Albert Vitale, MD, the 
volunteer Clinic Supervisor at Fourth Street Clinic’s Ophthalmology Clinic; 
Laurel Kay, the surgical coordinator; Bryce Radmall, University of Utah 
medical student; and Brian Stagg, MD, and Jennifer Nelson, MD, project 
coordinators for providing a cost-effective solution that changes so many lives. 

[  If we can do cataract surgeries in Nepal,  
why not at Fourth Street?  ]  

Jennifer Nelson, MD


